Prof Teo. An appropriate Chinese idiom that describes what
we all need to do every now and then is "饮水思源" (yǐn shuǐ sī yuán), which literally means "when drinking, one should think of the water source". Ultimately, the Journal depends on good submissions from authors around the world -local, regional and international. We are also very fortunate to have a hardworking editorial team that handles all the processing of articles, and spots major and minor issues that surface intermittently.
Together, we seek to increase the impact factor of the Journal while bearing in mind the overarching objective of serving our readers. In addition to reducing the processing time of submitted manuscripts, we hope to further reduce the time from first submission to eventual publication. Rapid decisions can be made to accept or reject some papers in order to improve turnaround time. While we will still publish continuous medical education (CME) articles, we hope to have more reviews and mini reviews incorporating CME, which will serve the dual purpose of education and citation. Although many new journals, including open-accessed ones, have sprouted in recent years, I believe SMJ will continue to surge ahead and stay on top, owing to a strong history behind us.
I look forward with excitement to working with all of you in the next few years to make SMJ the general medical journal of choice in the region.
